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1. In August 1953, | Lt. Col. Stanchev (fnu), a Ny

Bulgarian Air Force officer in charge of the constructlon and supply -
of fuel bases for the air force throughout Bulgaria, on an inspection
trip to the POL base at Lovech (N 43-08, E 24-33). Stanchev, also
a mechanical engineer by profession, came to the PRONO offices in

Sofia three or four times a to check construction progress ‘
and, thus, became friendly on a professional basis, 25X1

ILists of Installations and Points of Interest

See page It , an overliXV (Loveeh 25X1
Alrframe P1lt., Zavod 1 0322-0143-25M which pinpointed
the following: ’ g L

1. Lovech,wlth a population of 15,000 to 20,000 inhabitants.:
Stanchev remained in Lovech overnight before preced- - 25X1
inrg to the POL base. Bulgarian Air Force offlicers and ‘'goldlers
were seen in town,

2.[1Whjre Stanchev procured horse-carriage transportation 25X1
' air force officers and soldiers enter and leave
through compound gates. this was an

air force school, seven

to. elght meters away the front of the

area was fenced by a two meter palge-type fence, W
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A railroad which ran between Aleksandrovo and Troyan. It was

Stanchev arrived in Lovech on this 1line.

single-tracked and carried passenger and freight traffic.

A railroad station, five to six meters high, brick, with ticket
offices and small restaurant. No document controls.

A gravel road, five to six meters wide, with no 1dewalks,
little traffic,and no illumination.AAAAAAAAAAAATStanchev
traveled on this road to the POL base,

An unknown installation, | ‘this
installation was connected by an underground pipeline (Point 9,
page 6 ) with the POL base across the Osum River. According to
Stanchev, fuel was delivered to this point by railroad tank
cars and pumped into the underground POL tanks at Point 11.

A gravel road, an extension of Point 5. |
(this area 1s not clearly

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

shown on the mosaic) but it was level .withuthe surrounding!ltserailn,

A stone and iron bridge, four meters wide, 15 m. long, six to
seven meters above the water level with 1,20 m, sides. An iron
water pipe, 10 cm. in diameter, crossed alongside of the bridge
flank,

Road, a continuation of road (Point 7), dirt, three to four
meters wide; no vehicular traffilc was noted; no illumination.
Road led directly to the POL bdse. An armed Bulgarian Air

Force soldier was posted at the road approach to the base site.

This soldier detained[ | Stanchev until another soldier
arrived to escort them to the storage area,:

An old bridge of pre-war construction, enclosed by & wooden
shed where consumer products were sold from stands.

POL slte, during the time of inspeetion, the base was under-
going expansion, Two to three new cisterns, 2,000 cu.nm..
capaclty, were being installed by Bulgarian workers under Czech
engineer supervision. Prior to this time, the base had only
four 1,000 cu.m. tanks, Bulgarian workers were employees of
the 0ffice of Heating and Ventilation Installations of the
Ministry of Construction in Sofia.

Accgrding to Col. Stanchev, this base belonged to the Bulgarian Air
Force and supplied fuel for Jet aircraft baseduin:the Lovéch area;

Source débberved ikerosefie vstored in ofiertankibo oves lLorosene nho

See

1.

2.

ay M

page 6 , for}“_rrhj sketch of the fuel system and site
layout ofdtbg'PO se a vech,

Underground POL tanks buillt into the side of & 15 to 20 meter-
high c¢liff, estimated six to seven tanks were located
there, — R

|

Pumping station,above ground, concréte, 3 x5 x 3 meters with a

flat concrete roof and an irom door., It housed two pump motors,
30 cu.m. per hour. This station had telephonic communication

?1th thg)second pumping station (Point 8) across the Osum River
Point .

A shed, open on three sides, 4 x 2 x 2 meters, made of wood,
It contained mobile chemical fire-fighting apparatus,
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House, 5 x 7 x 6 meters, brick-stuccoed, tile gable roof; used
for guard personnel.,

Post of armed air force guard located on the road approach to the
POL storage site. :

Osum River, seven to eight meters wide; medium ocurrent,

Road, three to four meters wide, dirt; it led to the POL storage
area, o B

Pumping station, the terminal of the pipeline. | 25X1

this station was located across the river from the POL site
:nd served &s a reception point for fuel brought in by railroad
ank cars, .

Underground pipeline, approximately four inches in diameter and
made of steel; it led under the Osum River to Point 8.

An unknown installation whichlbu4444444444444JGol. Stanchev ,
sald was a military installation. v 25X1
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@ Sketoh of the Air PForce 25X1
i chool at Lovech (Point 2 of page 4). : '

3

)
]
[N ]
ahe
og : of observation
Lol © O
s
wg“‘a
o8 i
DO o
T} Orgl [«
8.9«
Aeiq
[ 0 &)

Overlay on - ‘ 25X1
__0322-0143-25M X 25X1

'[_.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2009/08/06 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400300004-0



Approved For Release 2009/08/06 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400300004-0

CONFIDENTIAL
25X1

Sketch of Underground .
Site at Lovech ground POL Storage.
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